
SURVIVOR 
 

In your group of four, you will need to answer the questions and complete the tasks that are listed below in 
order. Once you have answered a question, or completed a task, you cannot return to it. 
 

1. Imagine you all have won a free vacation and that you are all traveling across the Indian Ocean by 
airplane. Each of you is allowed to take a small carry-on bag with you during your flight. What items 
would you pack? (Remember, it has to be small enough to fit under your seat in front of you.) 

 
GROUP MEMBER #1 
 

GROUP MEMBER #2 GROUP MEMBER #3 GROUP MEMBER #4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 

 
2. In addition to all expense paid vacation for yourself, you are allowed to take one of your good friends 

with you. Who would you take and why? 
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3. As you are flying over the water, you are relaxed, sitting comfortably in your seat, talking with your 

friends and other people around you. Suddenly, you hear a loud bang and you feel a terrible jolt. In a 
terrible instant, you realize that you are crashing into the ocean! What do you do? 
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4. Your plane crashes into shallow waters, and a short distance away, there is a beach. You quickly 
realize the beach is a part of a tropical island—and that island is completely deserted. Describe the 
weather that you will most likely encounter there. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Once you have collected yourself, you try to find your friend, your fellow group members, and their 

friends. Unfortunately, one of the members of your group and all four of your friends was killed on 
impact. Select the group member that you feel would be the least likely to survive the crash, and 
explain why. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
6. As a group, you quickly assess the situation: you are absolutely alone on an uncivilized island. You 

are able to salvage the carry on bags of all of your group members, but those of your friends and 
other passengers on the plane were lost or too badly damaged to recover. Look at the lists you 
compiled from question 1. Below, record only the items you packed that would be useful in your 
current situation. (Remember, there is no electricity).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7. With the remaining members of your group, determine what specific skills or character traits each of 
you possess that would be helpful to survive in this situation.  
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8. If you are the group member that was tragically killed, begin drawing a colored picture of the island 
where everyone is stranded on a separate piece of paper. 

 
 

9. Based on your prior knowledge of plants and animals that live in tropical conditions, create a list of 
things that you might be able to find in your environment that will help you to survive.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10. Now that you have figured out what you have to work with in terms of people and supplies, 

brainstorm a list of the top ten things that you need to survive, and what you will need to do to 
acquire them.  

 
WHAT DO YOU NEED? WHAT CAN YOU DO TO FULFILL THAT NEED? 
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11. On a scale of 1-10 (1 being the least likely, and 10 being the most likely), how would you rate your 
group’s chances of being able to survive over an extended period of time? Explain why. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
12. Share your answers and illustration with the rest of the class. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


